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Vietnam Study Guide
1.  Who was the leader of the Vietnamese independence movement that started with armed resistance against the Japanese in WWII?  

· Ho Chi Minh
· In 1956, the US cancelled the elections after it realized that the Ho Chi Minh was likely to win an overall national election.
· Ho Chi Minh enjoyed the support of a large number of peasants after he enacted land redistribution

Programs throughout North Vietnam.
2.  What was the Vietmihn and how was it different from the Vietcong?

· Vietmihn - an organization whose goal it was to win Vietnam's independence from foreign rule
· Vietcong - the guerrilla soldiers of the Communist faction in South Vietnam, also known as the National Liberation Front
3.  What happened at Dien Bien Phu and why was this such a major blow to France’s determination to recolonize Vietnam?

· A town of northwest Vietnam near the Laos border. The French military base here fell to Vietminh

Troops on May 7, 1954, after a 56-day siege, leading to the end of France's involvement in Indochina.
4. What were the provisions of the Geneva Accords agreed to in 1954?

· a 1954 peace agreement that divided Vietnam into Communist-controlled North Vietnam and

Non-Communist South Vietnam until unification elections could be held in 1956
5. Define President Eisenhower’s Domino Theory and how it related to US policy in Vietnam:

· The political theory that if one nation comes under Communist control then neighboring nations will also come under communist control
6. Who was Ngo Dihn Diem and what led to his eventual assassination in 1963?

· (3 January 1901 - 2 November 1963) was the first president of South Vietnam (1955-1963).

Anti-communist dictator who repressed all opposition; backed by U.S. until assassinated in a coup de tat.
· Ngo Diem Diem was an unpopular leader of South Vietnam and did not enjoy support from a wide range of his constituents including Christians and Buddhists.
7. What was the Ho Chi Mihn Trail?

· Ran through Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia
8. Who were the candidates in the 1964 Presidential Election and what were the major issues of the campaign?

· Barry Goldwater - Arizona senator who challenged LBJ in the 1964 election calling for smaller government and the use of Military force by all means in Vietnam
9. What event led to President Johnson’s request to Congress to be given permission to wage war against North Vietnam in 1964?

· LBJ asked Congress to give him the power to use military force against North Vietnam after he claimed

 
That the USS Maddox had been fired upon by 3 NV torpedo boats in the Gulf of Tonkin.
10. What role did Robert McNamara and Dean Rusk in the Johnson administration and how did their ideas influence the President?

· Dean Rusk was the Secretary of State who urged LBJ to use military force in Vietnam or he would have to use greater military force elsewhere in the world.
· Robert McNamara was the Secretary of Defense during most of the Vietnam War.
11. True or False:  A majority of Americans support the government’s war efforts in Vietnam in the years leading up to 1968?

· TRUE
12.  How was the role of the media in the Vietnam War make it a “living room war” and how did this impact America’s perceptions of the war?

· The media had the greatest amount of influence in shaping US popular perception of the

War in Vietnam
· The US military did not censor many of the images of war in Vietnam and eventually Americans saw

These images in the media

13. Define:

· Agent Orange: was used to make the leaves drop from jungle canopy which allowed the US a great ability to see movement on the ground.
· Search-N-Destroy: an operation developed for United States troops in Vietnam; troops would move through a designated area destroying enemy troops as they found them; relied heavily on new modes of transportation
· Napalm: Highly flammable chemical dropped from US planes in firebombing attacks during the   Vietnam War and other conflicts.
· William Westmoreland: American General who commanded American military operations in the Vietnam War at its peak from 1964 to 1968. William Westmoreland requests for increasing numbers of   troops also occurred from 1965 to 1968
14. What were some of the various ways young men avoided the draft during the Vietnam War?

· During the Vietnam war any young man who went to college received a deferment from having to enter

The draft.
15. What made the war in Vietnam a working class war?

· During the Vietnam war any young man who went to college received a deferment from having to enter

The draft.
· During the war in Vietnam the soldiers serving on the ground were disproportinately poor and/or African American.
16.  How did the war lead to greater opposition on college campuses across the United States and what were the consequences of these protests?

· Doves were people who opposed the war in Vietnam
· Some US troops returning home after serving in Vietnam were treated quite poorly by their fellow citizens.
17. What were Dr. Martin Luther King’s attitudes about the war in Vietnam towards the end of his life and why was this so controversial?

· MLK felt that the war in Vietnam was draining away precious resources from the war on poverty
18.  Define:

· Credibility Gap: was the distance between the people and the government that grew as the people became disillusioned with the Vietnam War and felt that the government was not telling the truth.
19. What was the Tet Offensive and why did it have such a detrimental impact on US public opinion?

· a massive surprise attack by the Vietcong on South Vietnamese towns and cities in early 1968
· Following the Tet offensive in 1968 a majority of Americans no longer supported the war in Vietnam.

20.  Describe the events that took place at Khe Sahn in 1968?

· Was the location of a long, drawn out siege that the NVA launched against the US in South Vietnam.
21. Who were the Candidates in the Presidential Election of 1968 and what were the major issues of the campaign?

· In the 1968 presidential election, Eugene McCarthy was the first candidate to challenge incumbent Lyndon B. Johnson for the Democratic nomination for president of the United States, running on an anti-Vietnam War platform
· George Wallace - racist gov. of Alabama in 1962 ("segregation now, segregation tomorrow, segregation forever"); runs for pres. In 1968 on American Independent Party ticket of racism and law and order, won Southern States loses to Nixon; runs in 1972 but gets shot
· Hubert Humphrey - LBJ's vice president and McCarthy's opposition in 1968 primary after LBJ stepped down. Won nomination; not presidency.
· Richard Nixon - One of the greatest advantages for Richard Nixon in 1968 was the fact that the Democratic Party was extremely divided and violent images such as those that emerged from the Chicago Democratic Convention caused voters great concern.
· Robert Kennedy - was assassinated in 1968 after giving a campaign speech in his attempt to become the Democratic Party nominee for the presidency.
22. What happened at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, IL in 1968?

· Riots broke out over the Vietnam War. Following the Democratic National Convention in 1968 a majority of Americans no longer supported the war in Vietnam.
23.  Define:

· Silent Majority: the name of the portion of Americans that Nixon claimed supported his approach to the war in Vietnam
· “Peace With Honor”: Richard Nixon won the election of 1968 promising to bring “Peace With Honor” to the war in Vietnam
24. What was President Nixon’s plan which he called Vietnamization?

· The plan was to train, equip and expand South Vietnamese forces so that they could take over more military responsibilities for their own defense against the North communists, and at the same time, allowed the U.S. to gradually withdraw its combat troops from South Vietnam.
25.  What were the Pentagon Papers and why did they generate so much controversy?

· Secret government documents published in 1971; revealed that the U.S. government had misled Americans about the Vietnam War.
26.  What military decisions by President Nixon led to the passage of the War Powers Resolution Act of 1973?

· War Powers Act - Notify Congress within 48 hours of deploying troops; had to gain congress' approval to stay longer than 90 days; designed to curtail President's power
27.  Define:

· Kent State: was a university in Ohio that witnessed a tragic loss of life in the early 1970’s when war protestors were fired upon by national guard troops resulting in the death of innocent
· My Lai Massacre: a company of American soldiers brutally killed the majority of the population of the South Vietnamese hamlet of My Lai in March 1968. Though exact numbers remain unconfirmed, it is believed that as many as 500 people including women, children and the elderly were killed. In 1970, a U.S. Army board charged 14 officers of crimes related to the events at My Lai; only one was convicted 
28. Give two reasons why President Johnson decided not to seek re-election in 1968.

· Possible answers include any two of the following: major news media began to criticize Johnson’s policies in Vietnam; members of his administration criticized his policies; three out of four Americans opposed his handling of the war; and he faced several strong challengers for the Democratic presidential nomination.
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