CIVIL RIGHTS STUDY GUIDE ANSWER KEY
1954-1970

I.  TAKING ON SEGREGATION 

A.  The Segregation System

1.  Plessy v. Ferguson 1896:  Supreme Court ruled that LA law (requiring railroads to provide “equal but separate accommodations for the white and colored races) did not violate the 14th Amendment which guarantees all Am equal treatment under the law

a.  States across nation begin passing Jim Crow laws or “separate but equal”

2.    World War II leads way for Civil Rights movement: (3 reasons)

a. 1st:  Demand for soldiers in early 40s opened new job opportunities for African Americans, Latinos, & white women

b.  2nd:  Af Am serving in army needed for fighting ( end discriminatory policies that keep Af Am from serving in fighting units.  Af Am returned ready to fight for freedoms since they conquered fascism

c. 3rd:  civil rights org during war campaigned for Af-Am voting rights and challenged Jim Crow laws & Pres. FDR issued presidential directive prohibiting racial discrimination by federal agencies and all companies engaged in war work

B.  Brown vs. Board of Education

1.  In Topeka, Kansas a little girl named Linda Brown had to ride the bus for five miles to school each day although a public school was located only four blocks from her house.  But she could not attend that school because she was black. 

C.  Brown vs. Board of Education Case

1.  Challenged Plessy vs. Ferguson -“Separate but Equal” - in 1954

2.  On May 17, 1954 (Black Monday), the Supreme Court ruled “separate but equal” was unconstitutional.  

a.  NAACP—legal defense fund ran by Thurgood Marshall (head of defense team) to challenge segregation in the courts

b.  (*reflection of a change in society)

c.  Problem: implementation= 
i.  Left implementation to the states

ii.  Do it with all deliberate speed (very vague)

D. The Montgomery Bus Boycott 1955

*bus segregation is classic example of daily humiliation
*pay in front & enter in back

*Had to move back for whites

1.  Rosa Parks arrested for not giving up her seat to a white passenger

a.  Protest meeting is held at local church

2.  MLK (leader of Montgomery Improvement Association)( decide to boycott the buses (382 days)

a.  Boycotts, whites pick them up, walk, & they are hurting whites in their pocket-books

3.  Federal court( have to desegregate the buses

a.  Shows both South & North that majority of Blacks are not happy with Jim Crow laws

b.  Shows that Blacks can sustain a protest for a long time
c.  1st major victory of the Civil Rights Movement (1955)
E.  Little Rock Crisis( Central High School 1957

1.  9 Black students are 1st to desegregate the schools

2.  Governor of Arkansas, Faubus, intervenes & sends in National Guard to stop them from entering the schools

a.  Court says Faubus can’t do this
b. Faubus stops troops but city police allow white mob to stop the students
c. Eisenhower sends in federal troops to desegregate the schools
3. Faubus shuts down Central High at the end of the school year rather than let integration continue

4. TV coverage opens nations eyes to issue at hand

5. September 9, 1957 Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1957—1st civil rights law since Reconstruction:  gave attorney general greater power over school desegregation and gave federal gov. jurisdiction (authority) over violations of Af Am voting rights

F.  Dr. King and the SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference)

1.  King called his nonviolent resistance “soul force”

2.  MLK’s ideas came from 4 major leaders

a.  Jesus= love one’s enemies

b.  Henry David Thoreau= civil disobedience (refusal to obey unjust law)

c. A. Philip Randolph (labor leader)= techniques for org massive demonstrations

d.  Mohandas Gandhi= one could resist opposition w/o violence

3.  MLK joined w/ > 100 ministers & civil rights leader in 57 to found the SCLC
a.  “to carry on nonviolent crusades against the evils of second-class citizenship”

b.  Staged protests & demonstrations across South

c. Ella Baker org SCLC and later organized the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC or “snick”) to help college students org protests

G.  Sit-In Campaigns 1960

1.  After having been refused service at the lunch counter in North Carolina, Joseph McNeill, an African American college student, returned the next day with three classmates to sit at the counter until they were served.  

2.  The students returned to the counter each day.

3.  This started similar protest all over the nation.

II.  THE TRIUMPHS OF A CRUSADE 
A.  Freedom Riders 1961

1.  Set out to challenge the Jim Crow laws.  

2.  Started by CORE-Congress of Racial Equality
3.  Effort to desegregate southern interstate bus services 

4.  Some people beaten unconscious.

5.  Pres. Kennedy had to eventually send in the FBI and U.S. Marshals to help end this.

6.  Attorney General and Interstate Commerce Commission issued order banning segregation in all interstate travel facilities (waiting rooms, restrooms, & lunch counters)

B.  Integration of Ole Miss (University of Mississippi) 1962

1.  Air Force veteran James Meredith tries to enroll at Ole Miss, but Governor Ross Barnett refused him this right
2.  Kennedy sends fed marshals to escort him and Meredith sent broadcast that attracted white demonstrators by 1000s in

3.  Fed. Officers had to accompany Meredith to classes and protect his family from violence at their home

C.  Heading into Birmingham 1963

1.  Birmingham, AL was most segregated city and had lots of racial violence

2.  MLK and SCLC are invited to help desegregate city 

3.  MLK led small band of marchers in to streets of Birmingham on Good Friday, April 12

4.  MLK was arrested(posted bail(more demonstrations

5.  May 2: > 1000 B children marching in Birmingham (959 arrested)
6.  May 3: 2nd “children’s crusade” & TV camera’s filmed as police hosed down marchers , set attack dogs on them and clubbed those who fell

7.  Civil rights victory and made JFK realize urgency of situation in country
 D.  Kennedy Takes a Stand 1963

1.  June 11 1963 JFK has fed troops force Governor Wallace to honor desegregation laws at University of Alabama

2.  Demanded Congress pass civil rights bill

3.  Medgar Evers (NAACP field secretary and WWII veteran) assassinated at his home in Jackson, MS

· Byron de la Beckwith (white supremacist)—released after 2 hung juries

· 1994: convicted when case was reopened on new evidence

· Af Am demanded “Freedom Now”

E.  Marching to Washington 1963

1. Labor leader SCLC summons American to join in massive march on Washington, D.C. to help get Civil Rights bill through Congress
2.  August 28, 1963: 250,000 people converge on nations capital and MLK gives his “I have a dream” speech
3. Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama was bombed two weeks after MLK’s speech

a.  4 young girls were killed

4.  JFK assassinated in November of 1963

5.  LBJ pushes through Civil Rights Bill of 1964— “We have talked for 100 years or more. It is time now to write the new chapter—and the write it in books of law”

F. Civil Rights Act—July 2, 1964

1.  Gave African Americans equal protection under the law, as guaranteed in the Constitution. 

2.  Banned discrimination against African Americans in employment, voting, and public accommodations.

3.  Banned discrimination by race, color, sex, religion, & national origin
4.  Gave all citizens the right to enter libraries, parks, washrooms, restaurants, theaters & other public accommodations  

G.  Fighting for Voting Rights

1.  Freedom Summer=efforts by SNCC to register B voters in Mississippi

a.  1000 volunteers (mostly white, about 1/3 female)

b.  Violence erupted in MS

c.  Led by Robert Moses (SNCC)

d. June 1964: 3 CR workers (including one summer volunteer) disappeared in MS

i.  investigators learned Klansmen with help from local police murdered them and buried them in an earthen dam

ii. By end of Summer = 4 dead, 4 critically wounded, 80 beaten, and dozens of Af-Am churches and businesses bombed or burned

e. Congress still did not pass a voting rights act
H.  A New Political Party—Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP)
1.  Created to challenge MS white-controlled Democratic Party
2.  Organized by SNCC
3.  Open to anyone 
4. Wanted to unseat MS regular party delegates at the Democratic National Convention

5.  MFDP had Fannie Lou Hamer speak at convention in 1964 in a prime-time televised address (she was crippled by a beating for registering to vote in 1962 & her family evicted from their farm)

a.  Calls came in supporting the seating of MFDP delegate

b.  President LBJ knew if he supported them he would lose white southern vote, so he pushed MFDP for a compromise
· Dem would give 2 of MS 68 seats to the MFDP with a promise to ban discrimination at the 1968 convention (B/c MS Dem party was controlled by whites)

· Many people in MFDP felt betrayed
I.  The Selma Campaign 1965

1.  Campaign to register more B voters in Selma, AL where 50% of population was B and only consisted of 3% of vote

2.  MLK and SCLC hoped it would spur white violence and convince LBJ of the need for a federal voting-rights law
3.  Police brutally attacked civil rights demonstrators
4.  Feb. law officers shot Jimmie Lee Jackson & MLK called for march from Selma to state capital in Montgomery (50 miles)

5.  Sun, March 7, 1965 600 protesters set out for Montgomery

· police officers riding horses and wearing gas masks tear gassed protestors and whipped them with whips and clubs TV coverage captured scene

· More demonstrators from all over country joined protestors

· LBJ pleaded with Congress to pass Voting Rights Act of 1965
· Federal protection was given to marchers and 25,000 demonstrators walked into Montgomery

J.  Voting Rights Act of 1965

1.  Allowed the federal govt. to intervene in places where African Americans were discriminated against in voter registration.

2.  Was given the right to vote by the 15th Amendment, but were discouraged by poll tax and other forms of punishments.

3.  Also helped Hispanic Americans and other minorities register to vote

III.  CHALLENGES AND CHANGES IN THE MOVEMENT
A.  Northern Segregation

De facto segregation= exists by practice & custom


· Harder to fight b/c requires transformation of racist attitudes rather than the repeal of Jim Crow Laws 

· Ex. “White flight” & police brutality
De jure segregation= segregation by law

· Denial of voting rights through literacy test and poll tax

· Desegregation of public accommodations through Plessy v. Ferguson

B.  Urban Violence Erupts

1.  1964-67:  race riots in US cities---most famous in Harlem and Watts (Los Angeles)

2.  Problem:  B needed economic equality of opportunity in jobs, housing, and education

3.  LBJ’s Great Society program fails to help the poor because spending money on Vietnam

C.  New Leaders Voice Discontent

1.  Malcolm X (born Malcolm Little):  ex. of new group of B leaders who believed that B should take complete control of their communities, livelihoods, and culture (SEPARATISM)

a. Went to jail age 20 for burglary

b. In prison studied the teachings of Elijah Muhammad = head of Nation of Islam (Black Muslims)

c.  Little to X to rid himself of slave name
d.  1952 after prison he b/c minister of Islamic religion
e.  Preached that whites caused hardships that blacks faced & blacks should form separate society

f.  Advocated armed self defense
g.  He received much publicity which did 2 things:

i.  Frightened most whites and many moderate Af-Am

ii.  Awakened resentment in some other members of Nation of Islam

h.  March 1964 Malcolm broke w/ Muhammad  and formed new Muslim org
i.  April: pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia (required of followers of Islam)

i.  Learned that Islam preached equality of all races, worshiped w/ people from many countries (many colors)

ii.  Changed his views
iii.  Came back to US in 1965 with new slogan “Ballots or bullets”= we either use the ballots to get equality or we will have to use the bullet

j. Feb 21, 1965 he was gunned down at age 39 in Harlem’s Audubon Ballroom during a speech

MLK vs. Malcolm X

Similarities:

· Respected ministers

· Black leaders

· Same goal: end Black exploitation, discrimination & racism

· Influenced by dads
· Loved their families but often away from them

Differences:

1.  MLK( Christianity

Malcolm X(Nation of Islam “Black Muslims

· MLK(nonviolence & passive resistance

Malcolm X(self-defense “by any means

· MLK( integration of the races


Malcolm X(separatist
2.  Stokely Carmichael:  former SNCC member 

a.  After James Meredith was injured on a march to Jackson, MS( SCLC, SNCC, and CORE finished the march

b. Problem:  SNCC and CORE become militant( MLK’s “We Shall Overcome” is drowned out by “We shall overrun”

c.  Carmichael is arrested and beaten and coins the term “Black Power” and urges SNCC to stop recruiting whites
3.  1966---Black Panthers

a.  Pol. Party to stop brutality in the ghetto
b. “program for the people”—Take control of B communities, full employment and decent housing

c.  Black berets, sunglasses, black leather jackets, black trousers

d. Sold copies of Mao’s (Chinese communist leader Mao Zedung) writings to raise money

e. Preached armed revolt & used Mao’s saying “Power flows out of the barrel of a gun”

D.  1968--A Turning Point in Civil Rights

 
1.  April 3, 1968: MLK killed by James Earl Ray in Memphis, TN

2.  June: Robert Kennedy assassinated by Jordanian immigrant who was angry over Kennedy’s support of Israel

E.  Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement

1.  1968:  Kerner Commission—studied the causes of urban violence

a.  One main cause:  white racism
b.  Called for new jobs, new housing, and end to de facto segregation
c.  LBJ ignored most of the recommendations

2. Civil Rights Act of 1968:  banned discrimination in housing
3. What did the CRM accomplish?

a.  Constitutional and legal changes= end to de facto segregation
i.  Brown decision
ii.  CR acts and voting rights act
b.  B greater pride in their racial identity
c.  Political gains
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